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Geneva Accords Aspects of Introduction Into Viet-Nam of Additional 
U.S. Military Personnel to Handle Transit of Material to Laos 

■ For contingency planning purposes the following study has been 
prepared in order to analyze the Geneva Accords aspects of stationing 
additional U.S* military personnel in Viet-Nam in connection with 
possible transit by land or air of material, through Viet-Nam to Laos* 

As with an earlier paper, "Geneva Accords Aspects of Introduction of 
U.S. Combat Forces into Viet-Nam or Laos" (Saigon's G-191 of 
October 31, I960), it is assumed that the introduction of additional 
U.S. military personnel would result in charges in the ICC from the 
DRV and the Polish ICC Delegation and that the U.S. would wish to be 
able, through the Canadians and the GVN, to refute such charges and to 
argue tjiat the introduction of additional military personnel does not 
violate the Geneva Accords* 
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Die Embassy believes that the introduction of such additional 
military personnel as may be necessary can be justified on the basis 
of the following three possible alternatives depending on the number 
of additional personnel required: . 

m 

* 

1. If we introduce up to 203 additional military personnel, it 
is proposed that such additional military personnel be introduced as 
additional members of MAAG within the 888 figure used with the ICC 
when MAAG personnel was increased in I960. The argumentation which 
would be used to justify such augmentation is basically that developed 
in connection with the increase in MAAG (see enclosure B of Dept's 
Ca-6321 of February 9, I960) on the basis that at the time of the 
cease fire there were 888 foreign military advisor's in Viet-Nam* 

We would take the position that these additional personnel should 
be considered part of MAAG Viet-Nam because their main function of 
processing equipment under a U.S. military assistance program is a 
basic function of MAAG under the Pen tala teral Agreement of 1991* 
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-2- G-320 Secretary State, WASHINGTON 


While we told the Indians in early 1960 in connection with the 
then proposed MAAG increase to 685 that T, the United States 
has no intention of increasing MAAG to 888 unless condition!? 
in Southeast Asia should deteriorate seriously” (section en- 
titled ”For New Delhi” of CA-6321) , this should not prove too 
difficult given the present internal security situation in 
South Viet-Nam and the situation in Laos. Use of the 888 
figure would thus permit the introduction of 203 military 
personnel in addition to the present MAAG complement of 685. 

2. If still more U.,*6. military personnel were required, 
we would then propose to argue that the 888 limitation on 
foreign advisory personnel in Viet-Nam should be replaced by 
the figure of 1,847 on the ground that subsequent information 
has disclosed that the latter is a more accurate figure regard- 
ing foreign military advisory personnel in Viet-Nam at about 
time of conclusion of Geneva Accords. The Department will recall 
(our Despatch 420, May 27, 1960) that, subsequent to the in- 
crease in MAAG strength to 685, the French Military Attache in 
Saigon informed the Embassy that there were 1,847 French and 
U.S. training and advisory personnel in Viet-Nam as of April 1, 
1955. This figure would thus permit us to argue that we could 
increase MAAG strength by 1,162 in order to cover additional 
personnel required in connection with the transit of material 
through Viet-Nam. to Laos. 

3. If a requirement should develop for more than 1,162 
additional personnel justifiable under 2 above, justification 
would then have to be that we were replacing French combat 
personnel withdrawn from Viet-Nam. The argumentation for this 
was provided in Saigon's G-191. 
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